


A minimum of at least one 6 OR one 9-credit unit in each diploma

A maximum of 30 credits that can be made up of 6 or 9-credit units

The remaining units will be 3-credit units



Effective 
Assignment 

Briefs

• Stretch and challenge

• Achieve all the identified assessment criteria

• Achieve at all levels

• Does not over or under assess

• Clear what evidence is needed

• Clear how evidence will be assessed



• 120+ units have assignment briefs

• Free! Download for approved providers

• Adapt to meet their learners’ needs

• Meet requirements of new grading 
scheme











Guide to explain expectations 
and requirements for different 
methods of assessment





Taking a holistic assessment approach

Consider all assignments for a unit before grading

Consider the feedback for learners and when this will 
be provided



Decide if one or more assignment brief will be used to assess the unit

Using one assignment brief:

• All learning outcomes for the unit must be assessed through the brief

• All tasks within the brief

• Different tasks could have ‘interim’ hand-in dates leading to a single 

summative one



Decide if one or more assignment brief will be used to assess the unit

Using more than one assignment brief:

• The learning outcomes for a unit can only be assessed once, 

therefore the different assignment briefs will address different 

learning outcomes or groups of learning outcomes.

• No grading can take place until all tasks across all briefs have been 

submitted



Diploma and unit details 

clearly stated and accurate.

Submission date

Section for learners to 

declare authenticity of work

Section to record any 

confirmed extensions or 

resubmission requirements



All LOs and ACs the brief is 

addressing are clearly stated

Source: QAA document - Converting Assignment Briefs to Meet the Requirements of the Revised Grading Scheme

Tasks for the learner to 

complete, mapped against 

the ACs.



• Do set a task that enables learners to perform at all levels  

• Don’t provide step-by-step instructions 

• Don’t set drafts unless 

o you have a need to see one, and

o every learner will need to submit one

• Don’t give the learner ready-made sources



ACs next to each task/question

Define the evidence expected

State the ACs and grading standards 

Only use a draft if this is shown as part of the assessment

Ensure the task does what is intended

No numerical marking



Understand the rules

Know how to apply each standard

Consistent across merit and distinction

The grading standard text must not be altered

Provide contextualisation of the grading standards 



Subject 
Specific Skills

Transferable Skills

Knowledge 
and 

Understanding

















Source: QAA document - Converting Assignment Briefs to Meet the Requirements of the Revised Grading Scheme



Additional guidance to support 

learners in how to achieve the 

higher grades

Grade standard components 

being used to grade learner 

work for the unit

Source: QAA document - Converting Assignment Briefs to Meet the Requirements of the Revised Grading Scheme



Encourages 
synthesis of learning

Develop a holistic 
view of the subject

Exploration of a 
larger project

Reducing the overall 
assessment burden



Which units could be combined?

Review the guidance

Clarity for learners, assessors, verifiers and moderators

Consider the complexity

Graded or ungraded units



Source: QAA document - Integrated Assessments: A Brief Guide



Source: QAA document - Integrated Assessments: A Brief Guide



• Must be one final grade or achievement for each unit

• Still opportunity for resubmission

• All LOs and ACs must be achieved before grading

Source: QAA document - Integrated Assessments: A Brief Guide





Meeting needs of learners

Providing confidence

Reducing errors



Any questions?



2. 

1. 

3. 





• Designed for all tutors (new and experienced) 

• Support in the planning, delivery and assessment of Diplomas

• Guidance on the key topics and processes tutors need to know



Lots of advice and guidance available

o Admin tasks and how to guides

o Forms and templates

o Quick guides

o Webinars

access@gatewayqualifications.org.uk



Get 
recognised

Map your 
provision

Start 
delivery



Click to register

https://www.gatewayqualifications.org.uk/event/understanding-assessment-and-grading-for-access-to-he/


https://www.gatewayqualifications.org.uk/ 

enquiries@gatewayqualifications.org.uk

01206 911 211

GatewayQuals

Gateway Qualifications

https://www.gatewayqualifications.org.uk/
https://twitter.com/GatewayQuals
https://www.linkedin.com/company/5181683/admin/
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